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(From the Western Examiner, Vol. 1.) 
An Essay UPON THE EXISTENCE, OR NON-FXIS-| 


TENCE, OF SUCH A THING AS SPIRIT. | 

Is it not combination of ideas that induces a 
horse trained in a circus, to find and bring his| 
maste:’s hat?—-to pick out the letters of the) 
Alphabet? What is the foundation of all hu-! 
man science and skill? Imitation. Do not| 
the horse, the elephant and the monkey, imi-| 
tate? What but combination of ideas, teaches 
a dog, when whipped by a bigger dog than him-| 
self, to go away and bring one tohelp him? Is) 
not a horse capab!e of vanity and pride? | 
When a raven finds a dead animal, and then | 


| 


flies away and- returns with a host of his com- |. 


rades, is it not communication of ideas—that'! 
is, speech—'y which he brought them? Of; 
course the ideas of animals and birds are limit-| 
ed, and the sounds Which express their ideas, | 
and form their language must be few~and limi-| 
ted likewise—buit that they have language, is! 
certain. How else could the wild geese fol- | 
low a certain leader through the air?” Speech} 
is necessary to deliberation, and deliberation 
to choosing a leader. Bees too—how do they 
choose their Q 1cen, without the use of language | 
--limited though that language be?—-How 
could such communities, either of bees or ants, | 
be held together, governed, and made to act in 
such perfect unison, unless they had some way 
of communicating their ideas? 

I myself have seen, when I have come upon 
a herd of wild horses in the prairie, that they 
possessed the power of speech. I have seen 
the leader follow two or thiee individuals who 
had left the main body—and after standing with 
them for a few moments, return without them 
to the main body—put himself at the head and 
set off in flight. This was plainly an attempt 
to induce them not to forsake the main body. 

Let any man listen to a company of hens, and 
see if he cannot discover in their cackling, 
numberless gradations of sound and expression 
which cannot but be a limited language. Now 
if all this cam be done without Spirit, why sup- 
pose a Spirit atali? Explain these things 
without the intervention or aid of Spirit, and 
I will explain every action and faculty of the 
mind inthe same way. I allow that it. is in- 
eo:nprehensible—but in the first place, one is no 
more so than the other—and in the second, sup- 


; 
| 


‘and the conscience ofa man. 
conscience, shame and fear. 


dog? 





posing a Spirit, only increases the difficulty. 


But I have not yet finished: What is it but 
conscience that makes a dog sneak away with 
all the signs of shame, after stealinga bit of 
meat? Show me the diflerence between this 
Ilere at once are 


What effection can compare with that of a 

g? Strike your friend, and sec if he does 
not forsake you—but strike your deg, and he will 
still fight for you to the death. He will starve 
himself upon your grave. ‘Treat adog with 
uniform severity, from the time he first knows 
you, for a month or two, and then of a sudden, 
pay him some little attention, dohim some lit- 
tle favor, or even speak to him kindly, and seo 
if you discover in him no signs of pride. What 
but conscience was it, that forced the elephant, 
after killing his driver, to set his infant child 
upon his neck, and afterwards to permit no one 
else to molest him?—What but generosity 
taught the elephant tospare the child who had 
injured him, and only to lift himinthe air to 
frighten him—while for the same offence he 
would, without hesitation, have crushed a man 
to death? 


I ask again, what is the basis of all human 


knowledge? Imitation. And whatelse teach- 
es birds theirsongs? Ithas been proven that 


‘it you put the eggs of a linnet under a canary, 


the young linnets will sing only the notes of the 
canary—and the rule is general. How else 
Joes the mocking bird learn his songs? 

What teaches the Ant and the Bee to lay up 
food for winter? Is it nota limited exereise of 
reason !—and how, without some language, can 
two - agree,even in rolling one grain of 
corn 


Was it no combination of ideas that munduced 
the Parrot, while in danger of drowning. to of 
fer a pound for a waterman, and when saved to 
reduce his offer to three pence? 

Let us recapitulate. Combination of ideas, 
imitation, memory, affection, dislike,sindigna- 
tion, shame, fear, conscience, pride, generosity, 
and the faculty of speech. All this the 
aid of Spirit-—and is there any greater difficul- 
ty in conceiving the operationsof the mind of 
manthanof these? Explain one of these, [ 
repeat, and] explain all, And be it remember 
edthat Spiritis’ anhypothesis, and as such, 
stands in need of proof. 

Tho graduation of existence, from man tho’ 
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the inferior animals, also is perfect. Descen-| body can have no conscience. Ii it were not so 
ding from man in his most elevated character, '-—ifconscience Le an innate porticn ef ihe Soul, 
and his higkest pitch of geni us, to the lowest of | wiry HAVE NOT ALL MEN THE SAME CONSCIENCI. ? 
the human race——from Sh. ikespeare and Na-| Thus the Soul reduces itre!t toa perice tly ine 
poleon to the stupid New Hollancer, whore important theory, wiiheut feeling or therght, 
language is buta few ha'fintel i igi le sound a | ia less ecnnectec with, and by meanscf, the Lc- 
and tw the mindless idiut—we find a chain te- jd lv. Now a doctrine—an hy pe thesis: hould 
tween whose links we can see no distinction. have something which may at er f_y its alsur- 
Thence throvgh ihe our: n-outang and the e'c- dity. But this hypothesis of Spirit is atsure, 
phant, to the peor passive oy ster, it is the same |invenceivatie and unice , We are tole’, thet 
~and the cleph nt is superior, atleast equal,|to Ceny the existence of Spirit, mukes men a 
tothe idiot. ‘Then come the produetic ns, half) mere Lrote, and cade away his accot ntalility. 
vegetable—which are found in the Cepihs of ihe |To the ol jecticn that we sink man toa mere 
ocean—and thence through all the varicties of | brute, havecnly tosay, that when I ceny to 
the vegetable creation. Dees not this prove the ' man amore exquisite combination of mattc:— 
non-cxistence of Spirii? If the superiority cf) higher faculties —supcricr powers of cc ml ina- 
faculty proves Spirit, the deg has a Spirit, be- tion and reasoning, then toa horse, then the 
cause he is superior to the oyster. It is a poor |o! jecticn will te good egainstme. Itseems to 
argument which will cnly apply in cone place— tc cons sidered thatso soonas weceny men a 
and the chiefargment in support of the exis-jsoul we degrade him. Is the iciot ennobted 
tence of Spirit, ts that it is necessary in order|tecause he has a soui? Is he env the more in- 
toaccount fur the faculties possessed by man. |tellectual-—any the more exalte.? That men 
But it certainly must ke allowed that there is nvu|is superior tothe leastis snaxicm. ‘This cu- 
more absurdity inclaiming a Spirit to explein|periority arises from a_ ciffercnt ecnf-:maticn 
the faculties of the elephant, than those of the and combinaticn, and isas mech a radical cif 
man. And again I[ repeat it, the suppesiticn of | ference as thovgh he hada Spirit. Allowing 
Spirit would only i increase the difficulty. hima §; pirit dces not ennol le him—cn the ccn- 

And what after all,is the lenefit of thisdo e-| trary he might have tiatand still Le a gap- 
trine ?—It explains nothing, it enlightens noth-! ing, grinnit g idiot. 


. | . . . 
ing,and it henefitsnobody. It explains noth-) As to the accountal ility—I sey gain, Spir- - 
ing, because it is more dificult to imagine how |it cannot Le accountable, Lecatsc, of itseu, it 
matter actson Spirit—ithen matter on matter--|has no feeling——no individuality. If it hac, the 


producing ideas. It enlightens nothing, te-/S oul of a child would te as ; eriect rs that cf a 
cause it is in itself inconceivable—end en in-|man; tut we all well know, that cf the first 
conceivable doctrine can illuminate nine] | vear of our life we know nc thing—<the Soul then 
light is never produced by darkness, It can/has no individuality---no couscicusnes:, sufl.- 
add nothing to men’s accountability, or his du-|rient to enable it toreceive and cc ml ive ideas 
ties—for the Spirit, having no ficulties or pas s- |B. :teven allowing the argement of the ‘aed 
sions without the body—having no feeling of/ment,Lefore menti nec, 16 Le goor, the Spirit, 
exjoyment,or pain, cannot sifier punishment iw bich only acts upen the brein, ¢ nd pre duces 
and cannot be accountable. Of course, if no |gocd and Lad effects and faculties, accorcing to 
such thing as Spirit acts upon the body, it is|the condition cf the brain, Ceserves nenker 
stillas accountable and liable to punishment, as blame nor credit for the good or evil which e- 
when connected with the Soul.—The body i: | rose, net frem és inbercnt power and nature,! ut 
the only source of feeling. ‘The senses are the from the ccnfurmation and state cf the liain. 
only source of ideas. I may be tole, there is Ht cannot be punished foreflects not ce; encant 
sicha thieg as mental pain—bit I ayain assert |on itself. It is like the wind, Llowin 1g over the 
that the dog, in the fear of punishment and the | Aelizn harp,and ceserves neither ciecit for tts 
consciov sness of guilt—in the grief for the loss | ‘harm ny, norblame for the discord. 
of his master—has the same mental pain—and Supposing that we allcw, for the szeke cf hy- 
in his joy at seeing his master, or saving; pothesis, that we can provethe existence cfa 
his life, hetsitie mental pleasure, as that-which|Cod fiom the appearances cf nature. When 
men feels—and in both, the whole arises from| we sce a painting, a siatue,cr a piece of me- 
causes purcly material. chanism, we can jo¢ge no more of the author 
The conscience itse!f depends upon the or-|of it, than that he is enpakle of doing just so 
nization, the senses,and the idcas received welland noletter. We have no right to say 
y the senses—in which, of course,circumster-|that he can make a painting, statue, or piece 


ces are included—so that the Soul without the jof mechanism, twice as good, (unless we have 
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seen him do se) for the plain reason that we} 
can only suppose the cause to he eqval to the | 
effect. 
er,and senlitt» a distance of two feet, we 
haven) right to say that with exactly the same 
force, it could hive cent it six fee*—--New firm 
this Creation what idea ean 


If we sec one Lilliard tall strike anoth-| i 


we form of Goc ?) 
Way, thit ho cain mike jist such a Creation, 


a ew 





| Tam told teo, that the | longing after irsmortal- 
lity, proves the soul to ke immo rial. Is the long- 
ing after riches any proof thata men will Le 
rich? All men who long fora futurity, leng 
fr happiness toc, in that futurity-cnd ifthe 
longing proves immortality, it likewise proves 
that al’, in thet immor pois. willbe happy. 

Need I meke any cther answer to thecl jec- 


ani one nobetter. Bitweare not at liberty tin? I think not. 

to jalge, according to the princip'es of correci| lam told ter, that the faculty ef improve- 
reasoning, thit hecan m ke cn: nivere twice! ment= ft g ving on from knowleege to know!- 
as g)x---- reven In anv dcg ee improve this./e ge, pros the rame thing. Cz n the facul- 
Whene then do we judge that he has muéc)ty which cepen’s upen the ure of the senses 
this world imperfect, bat will make a fiturc!oreve ony thing with regard to the Spirit, 
state, ip which toremedy the imverfe-tions cf! which has no senses? If it proves any thing, 
thi:? Hereisa min wh» his left a steam-on- it would p pati that matter was immortal, for it 
gine clumsily mace. What kind of an arg:- is from the combinaticn of matter that the sen- 
ment would it be to say, “That mun has made ves arise. Tue longing ofier knowelecge 
this engine clumsily----trerefore, he can and| oroves nothing ; because, without the tedey, 
will mokea perfect onc?” What 2 lameenc| nan would | have no senses | vy which to reccive 


impotent conclusion would this be! ; 
ofa penmnin, “ihis man has written this instrc- | 
ment hadlv, tterefore, he will write the next one 
well.” Now ifhe-universe is imperfect, this 


arg iment applies exactly, and we haven: reason | 


; 
a 


andno rigkt to expecta better one. Ifit is a’- 
ready pertect, there 
tence. 

Agun, whit iderdo we draw from 
frameanJ composition in this lite? Whe, 
ly that he is s.ibject to the laws of ch inge, 
cayanl derth Are we then warranied 
saying, “ihis tree, or this horre, has cecavec. 
an | the substance of which it,or he, was form- 
e!,is already entering into new com! inaticns, 
therefore, it 7 ill never re-appear in the same 
c>m.in ition ;”-—-ind in the sume breath to say, 
“this min has decayed, and his body is ente:- 
ing into new combinations----thercfore, he wil: 
agin be restored, and the particies” of matte 
of which he is composed, githered egiin, anc 
ro-tom ine |, at some future time in the samme 
bodv?” The chsurdity is p'ain. 

We are reviled! for saying that matter is e- 
ternil; butas Spirite mn only e it, as to ifs 
fac iliies and feelings, through the medium of 
the body ; 1s ! have no individuality except from 
the conac«tion of Spirit and matter--—it is plain 
that matter mist exist as leng as Spirit---ihat is, 
that one is co-eternal with the other. The 
Sivit has no senses, passions or affections with- 
ot the body—-ro th tin order t» immortalize the 
§ visit, thismatter must first ke rencered immor- 
tal, that is, we must overturn all the laws of ne- 
ture---we must reparate decay and change 
from matter--and then it isno more matter. 
Into such absurdities do we plunge when we 
hold to a useless doctrine, and one which pos-, 
Besses no jot of evidence, 


man’s 
on- 
cr- 


Or to say i 


e is no noed of encther exis- | 







ind accumulate knowlege, and with the 
body there would te the seme impediment to 
Iknowle?ge which there isnew. It is enly by 
“means ot impossible cireumstances, that man 
conobtain the knowledge for which he righ:,end 
of course, the longing firitis no procf thet he 
vill ever oltain if. With this bedy, man can 
/nevei ol tain that knowlecge-— nd ifthe bedy 
| ww eve altered toenable him ‘top sue his resear- 
mys he would no lenger be the same _ individ- 
al, because upen the formation cand qualities 
f the bocy, depends the nature of men. 

When men vse such arguments as these, 
hev should remember thaf Cicerc, with all his 
esearch and with all the pewers of his great 
vind, Was mever ccnvinced by them. If there 
was er is eny proof of the cectrinc, he had 2s 
‘goed cn op; portunity of knowing itas any men 
n the eee d earth. 

And now, what are the kencfits of this ke- 
‘ie:? That it gives a man a higher end prouc- 
er idea cf his own character? But if the idea 
isa falre one, of what avail is it? I cennot 
find that the i cliever init is any more lileral, 
nv more henorable, j: ‘st or high-mincee, than 
the materialist. Andif we believe thet in cn- 
vther life we shall ol tain to the perfecticn of all 
knowlecge without effort, it is certainly no in- 
ducement to laborious study in this. Why 
strive sohardly for what we shall cocn cb- 
tain withouttrouble? The love of fame, and 
ihe Cesire of being useful, are much greater in- 
ducements to the acquisition of knowlecge. I 
should like tolelieve thet Iam immortal—it 
would gratify my venity— ut it is no reascn 


ceasa 


£e 








for my believing it without evidence. 
If there be any other oi jections to material- 
ism, I shall consider them in another eseay, t- 
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gether with the origin of the doctrine of Wake like young dreams under the touch of Spring, 
Spirit. | And quiver in the wind--and when the brooks 
I cannot believe in the existence of Spirit, Go leaping with their never ceasing babble, 
without evidence, and [| find none. ‘The doc-| Thro’ grass and flow ers, and over pebble stones— 
trine itself is of no importance, were it not for! And when the birds pourout their gushing joy 
the multitude of faiths which have taken it for In their fresh songs, I feel my heart dilate 
their basis, and which must fall, whenever) In sympathy with all—and this, dear Lady; 
their foundation is shown to be insecure. For) !s my Religion. When the]: ghtning comes, 
this only have 1] written this Essay «<and for! | Gleaining across the dusky brow of night, 
this only shall I write the fourth. I wish to de-| 4nd shaking out the thunder from the clouds,— 
monstrate the actual weakness of all religions, When Heaven hath all the semblance ofthe Ocean, 
and to show the poor foundations upon which Goaded to fury by the eyeless winds, 
their fabrics of sand have been erected. Were Black, stormy, piled with thunder—mist—ay, then 
it not for this, I would not have spent a moment I look upon it with a Poet's eyes 
todemolish the doctrine of the Pneumatists. ‘And feel my heart answering the cry and fire 
In concluding, let me remark, that I have in’ |Ofthe wild storm;—and then I do adore 
this----and shal! i in all mv Essays, endeavor to! The power and majesty of mighty Nature.— 
discuss calmly and ration: ally every subject. I! Llove no temple made by human hands— 
desire to inj ire no man’s feclings—to insult nv | Continual monuments of human fraud, 
man’s belief. Llinvite discussion and am ready |.4nd human folly and infatuation, where 
to meet any opponent who will come forth, and | | The lies of priestcraft, and the babbling tales 
honestly and dispassionatel y discuss these ques-| Invented to enslave mandkind, are told— 
tions. As for any man who shall hide himself) Where human nature takes its most degrading 
like a skulking craven and splash his abuse o-| And slavish guises and bows t) Supur t tion.= 
ver me,[ shall leave him to wallow in the: rhe Sky the Wood the Universe itself, 
shame of his own foulness and pollution. My temple is—and I feel happier 
PROMETIEUS And better for it, when I yizld myself 
——fLfP— Toall the thousand sympathies of Nature.~- 
(From the Western Examiner Vol. 1.) Is this a gloomy creed ty which the heart 
LINES, Drinks music and delight, instead of fear, 
In answer to the enquiry ofa Lady, “why do} And Superstition, and debasing faith? 
you never go to Chnrch.” PROMETHEUS. 
Lady, because I do no crook the knee, i asta 


OR THE WE N EXAMINER, 
Or offer up the weak and whining prayer, oes aon es: me me gas 9 = 
aa ; Mordaunt, in“The Disownced,” says, *] nev- 
Toany Deity, the work of man’s invention, 


" se from any work which treat bly up- 
Because | hold al! creeds and faiths, alike pic mi S Agel 5 . : f - h tre as " 2 : P 
The foul and loath Saini 4 . on morals, whatever were its peculiar opinions, 
oo RRR EPR A cen agama but I felt my breast enlightened,and my mind 
Of Avarice and Ambition and Deceit : om : 
ONE ie aes ennobledeby my stucics. ‘The professor of cne 
ae 184 4 seid > eager en sect commanded me to avoid the dogmatist of 
hoon ha oe. * geedoraas singe another, as the propagator of moral poison; 
a none 7 wen ee ee and the dogmatist retaliated on the professor; 
tter Deity, to bow the fieart to but I avoided neither; I read beth, and turned 
I stand and gaze upon thequeenly night, all “into honey and fine gold.” No inquiry in- 
Girt in her starry robes—the depth of heaven, 


I wt water to wisdom, however superficial, is unceserving 
luminate with life and living lights— attention.’ 


The peerless Moon, like to a throned empress, ~ sae over whichI certainly had 


Banded with glittering groups of listening stars. no control, placed into my hands the Western 

Waiting her pleasure,—and I feel and own Examiner, of June 18th. 1835, published at 

The majesty of NA‘}URE—the immense St. Louis. And as I fully accord with the prin- 

And mighty system of which I am part.— ciples above acvanced, I made no scruple in 

I bold communion with the radiant Heaven, giving it a careful perusal. Howev er—that 

And with the Stars, and with the lamping Moon, every thing with which we come in contact, ei- 

And with the wind that sweeps across my brow,— ther bodily or mentally, exerts or produces an 

And this is my Religien---ha pinese, influence uver us in a greater or less degree, is 

And harmony, and deep affection for an occurence so palpably evident, that I will , 
Mankind and brute, and every living thing, not undertake to say that its contents, however 

And the whole animate nature. When the leaves contrary to some of my opinions, made no im- 























pression on my mind, throvgh the medivm of confess has under necessary accordance with 
reflection. The most striking of these I will my means, been but limited, How astonish- 
endeavor to submit for consiceration. ing, «nd how lamentable it is, that, notwithstan- 
In the copy of the Examiner I received, I ding the boasted wisdomof man, it ‘still remains 
find a communication headed “Desultory ‘doubtful whether he knows how or why he ex- 
Thoughts on the Nature of Man,” signed J. G. ists. 
which, by an extra note with the pen, | was) ‘To conclude, I would inform my friend J. G, 
given to understand, were the effisions of the that if one ardent desire, or soligituous feeling 
richly stored mind of my venerable friend Dr. towards my children, has a Peerenc e within 
J.G. of Belleville, Ills. Consequently Lhave | my breast, it is this, that I may live to enjoy 
reflected upon the reasonings there advanced, ihe day when Tean with unhe sitating confi- 
with more than ordinary attention. He says,'dence, and uncquivocal certaint¥:point them 
“how amazingly confused the mind becomes, | to a fountain which will inevitally ad them 
which Aas never meditated upon these all im- toaknowlecge from whence, the _ are, what 
portant subjects.” But, Ah!—is he not aw are they are, and whither they arege And for 
how much more “conf: sed becomes the m ina” the peaceand enjoy ment of my~febl 
of him who cons stantly “meditates upon,” and ardent ly wish that this sul ject hight b 
earnestly strives to dive into the mysteries ‘ted of all its at struseness, and brovght to an 
thereof:—but, who has to contend with “ihe! axiom universally acknowlecged; that the 
impressions that have been made on our (his) knowledge of the “Nature of Ma ol ee 
organization during infaney, and continued | brought to soplain and simplea focus, that the 
without interruption, up tom 2anhood ;° °—which,!infant when it rises into manhood wn ae have 
as my friend himselfdeclares, “becomes, wheth-|a knowleége of the fact im pressed upon its 
er true or false, sopermanent, as elmost to re-| orgenization as irresistally as it dces the 
sist every effort to remove them. ”. J for ae, | cn wwlecge to distinguish its parents from 
attest fo the truth of the care as hinted at by |‘he restof its fellow lei ngs.— And, if ever the 
J. G. that the “rescarches” of a man so situated, | true “Nature of Man” was fuily comprehended 
“only plunge the sul.ject deeperin the mazes|and known by any ene more of the human fam- 
of incomprehensible subtilties."—-Many years ily, I can see nd reason why it may not become 
have elapsed since [ enjoyed the agreeable pres-/ as uni ersally known and acknowledged, as is 
ence and instructive conversation, and thereby F the relation between parent and child. 
that infiucnce which the same would have had! G.-B 
upon my mind, of my highly estedmed friend.| Preble County; Ohio, July 1835. 
Daring that time, I can truly accord with his 










reasoning, and say, “ihat fluctuating and infi For ihe Western Examiner. 
nite variety of circumstances, have incessantly OSSIAN’S SOLILOQUY. 





been playing around me.” And the probabi!-|| When death's dark clouds eclipse my fading sight, 
ity is, that the reason why Ido not decidedly and |O lay me, ye who still behold the light, 

distinctly “know what manner of beifi&s we are” | >Neath some lone rock, among my native hills, 

is, that J did uot “attend carefully, perhaps ow-| 
ing to prec: mceived opinions Ori acq"! tired hab- Where clust’ ring hazels torm a sacred shade, 

its, to the ‘op er ati ns” of these circumstan-| And tow’ring oaks their shelt’ring branches spread. 
ces upon me: or e! a perhaps, this day Ir night) Then let the murm’ring brook roil gently near, 

enj y the same millenium of mind in which my | | And tall grass silent wave above my bier! 

friend seems to be floating. As it is:—] find | | There softest simmer gales shal! sigh along, 

my self afloat — the boisterous sca of “meta-| And self-taught songsters join the solemn song! 
physical research ;"—driven to and fro by the! 
ever chinging b lasts of popular theories, with-| 
out effecting an anchorage in the harbor of un- 
disguised twath. I can only say, that Man ap-| 
pears to me to be possessed of certain princi- 
ples, or, as one has it “ground of action,” either 
spontancously or by habit, which are capable 
of being acted upon by certain causes, laws, or 
motives: but, in what way the cause origin- 
ates, and the effect i is produced, I have never been| © Selma! now before my swimming eyes, 
able to comprehend from the testimony which Thy towers, and walls, and spreading trees arise! 
has come to my knowledge; which, however, ]] Yes, Morven’s heroes rise before my view, 


W here.Nature’s solemn scene unbroken dwells! 


| But while life’s piercing lamp her rays impart, 
| Will Toscar’s daughter soothe my anxious heart! 
'O sieze the harp, and sweetly pour the notes, 
Till o’er my soul, the sorg of Felma floats! 

So, gently calm, my soul shal] sink to rest, 
While joys of other times, steal o’er my breast! 
Thus shall, in thought, the days of youth return, 
And all their vigor in my bosom bura! 
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And bards of other times the song renew! itedand merry fellow, alwavs in the habit of 
There Oscar lifts on high Carmallo’s sword, looking on the bright sideef the world, and! ut 
Whose studded thongs a thousand youths adored! little given to regard its frowns. Ned was ak- 
Unnumbered hosts gize on my warrior sor, lsent from town a part ofa winter, and a repert 
And envious view the immortal fame he*swon! iprececed his return thathe wason the eve cf 
They mark the joy that fillsh’s father’s eyes, | committing m°trimen} —znd sure enot gh, lc- 
And pant impatient for an equal prize. ‘tore he came hume he had slipped his head into 


ithe noose, and was as thororehlw married as one 
pwould wish tote. Theclub helda meeting forih- 
|wita—a eulegy on the character cf the Ceeces- 
'e’—marrie’, we mean----wes pr neunce¢—Mc- 
zar’s requiem sung---the Dead March in Saul 
| played—and we wore crape a weck. Atthe end 
of ibe week, he made his appearance, 2cec mp: - 


And ye, O sons of Morven, shall receieve’ 
Your fame; the well-earned tribute of the brave! 
For Ossian’s soul the muses oft inspire ; 

And distant nations shall his strains admire ! 
Your deathlees deeds, his nambers shall rehoarse, 
And languages unknown, repeat the vere! 


But now tne harp’s sweet notes begin to roll inied by a beautiful, blushing, modest little wife, 
In pleasing dreams along my raptur’d soul !— ‘and I for one was about to leave the clul, end lock 
Sons of the chase, retire! nor break the rest, out atrep formyself ¥ here ] tce might get 
That gently steals across the poets breast! carght---my lucky stare, however, had orcercd 
The mnse, in dreams, is now about to hold otherwise—and | “Lided the result” Ned 
Her midnight converse with the bardsef old!— ‘took himself a fine house, and for a white 
Far distant stand! sons of the danntle:s breast, ‘all went on smoothty eno: gh. flehad his wine 
No; dare disturb the dreams of Ossian’s rest! ‘var ties and his Whist parties, end our mect- 


A. H. M. | ings athis house were as } syous asever they had 
‘been at theclubroom. Bit the scene changed. 

From the Bachelor's Journal. | Straightway the relaticns cf his wife come flock- 

A CHAPTER ON RELATIONS. ingin. Scme of them immediately tcc me ste- 

Some men are peculiarly unfortuncte. It i: | tionary; & took up their ab-de with him, with a 
enongh, in all conscience, to marry a young). inprising pertinacity. There was tke leznr, 
wife alune, for it is the mext thing to submitting iank, cross, harp -hhe m: ther,and the fit,s 10; id 
to the off-hand Turki-h operation of the bow-)bul,Liing grend mother, who canicésm fin a 
string, and the consequences are nearly as fatal.) pocket,ond tock it Ly handfuls,and there were 
It is ten to one, and a fraction over that, you get the thrce sisters, mis: hepen, flat sicee, avbk- 
a vixen who henpecks you, and then you are in| ward slabs of mortality, who dressed in white 
purgatory, whence all the masses in the Catho- and wore benches cf rill (ns in their heir. Ecre 
lic ritual are unable to deliver vou; ora slut, were like wild geese, erratic, periccical and 
who goes about with her shoes slip shoc,and! gregarious ‘They came in flocks alcut July 
holes in her stockings, and her hiir over her| and egain at Christmas, to spend a menih or so 
eyes; or a blue who rcals latin and scolds vehe-| and see the “town.” Leng, rec-faced female 
mently—but in all these cases you learn pz- relations, of heaven knows whet cegice of tn- 
tience and get to heaven by it. Some men are! natural CMhsenguinity—--nd cerntry cersins, 
not so lucky. They think they have married /tuilt ike Lean poles, with feces like ithe fguie 
only a wife, but they discover that they have head of advg out, ends green er gestine. You 
mirried a whole family. 1 have thought that | mieht sce them sprawling about the streets gn- 
Satan was short-sighted when he tempted Job.' zing at the s'gas, like newly clected mem! ers 
Instead of of sending boils upon him, he should | of a Legislature, andcalling acriss the street to 
hive broaght his wife’s relations to live with “cousin Neddy,” or suiling into bis store, to c- 
him---grandmother and al!. Never man yet!quip themselves, the males with ncw hats end 
lived whose pitience would not have yielded coats, end the females wiih tortcise :Lell eemls 
under such an afliction. Scraping one’s self! and be nnets, allen credit, Itwesallthe seme 
with a potshead would have teen a remedy for! among cousins. Had that! ccn all, it wevld 
it. ihave Leen but litile---Lut while Neo wes ccirg 
When wewere young, and before we had|overy thing which he could co fcr the heppincss 
thoroughly forsworn matrimony, (we were not/of his wife, her Jcan mother end fat granc motk- 
then arrived at years of experience,) we belung-|er were givitig her good advice. The mother 
ed to a club of good fellows, whose cnly bus.- advised her to show a proper spirit, and not to 
ness it was t> pass off the time, and drink gocd humor her husband, “for,” said she, “if you de, 
wine, which they did to perfection. Among our he willalwayste your master.” “Thank the 
moombers was a certain Ned Stinson, a fine hear- | Lord,” said she, “my husband neverruled me!” 


























neither did he, for he always had his head patch-| Watchman! tell us of the night; 
ed up or his nose broken from the effects cf his; Higher yet the star ascends, 
wife’s proper spirit. Agnes heard ths good} ‘rav’ller! liberty and light, 
alvisa-~-.al as she had lived with an aunt e\-! Peace and truth its course portends. 
er since her father’s death and reverenced her} Watchman! will its beams alone 
m thes, whom she hid seldom seen, she tock} Gild the spot that gave them birth? 
the advice,and forthwith commenced pouting! ‘Trav’ller/ ages are its own: 

ani quarre!ling with Ned, ‘The grandmothes| See it buist o’er all the earth. 

tol] he: tu follow her owa way and en) ”y her-| Watchman’! teil us of the night; 
self; and so she began to play whist ata dollar) yy the morning seems to dawn. 

a phen ts . | Trawler! darkness takes its flight, 

New’s house soon grew too hot for him. Doubt and terror are withdrawn. 
Whenever there was a matrimonial squabble,| wa tchman/ Jet thy wand"rings cease, 
the two “old uns” sided with his wife, and Ned | 
came off second best. The lein one sczatch- 
ed him, and the fat one threw snuffin his eyes. 
There were no more wine parties at his house, | 
for at his last, one of the women tumbied the ta-| . 
ble over, glasses, bottles and all. | PRAYERS. 

“What was the end ofall this?,” you ask.) By saving that we can possibly receive ei- 
The en] of it was, that we were passing New’: iher good or evil from God, through the media- 
door one day when we heard a tremendous up- tion of prayers addressed to him by others (for 
roar within—inJ shortly after we beheld the that purpose,) is nothing less than calling in 
apparition of a min flyiag out at the door like a quesiion the inflexiLility of his justice, and the 
cong-eve rocket, into a deep bank of saow. ‘Two imniatability of his mine; for that which is fix- 
or three missi'es of the same kind were dischar-| ed by omnipotence and infinite goodness, and 
ged, an! we recognized sun Jry of Nea’s country | unerring wisdom, cannot ie altered without 
cousins. We bolted in, therefore, to assist in| making it worse, and also destroying these om- 
the onslaught, and found bimand his servants niscient attributes. Perhaps it may Le said in 
busy ia the process of cjectment. A gener-|:nswer to this, that the Deity willed from eter- 
al quarrel had broken out, and the women had nity (if we can comprehend what it is,) that 
put the poker an! tongs in requisition. ‘The there should ever be some persons to petition 





Hie thee to thy quiet home. 
Trawler! jo the friend of peace 
t ’ 


Lo, true moral light is come. 





country cousins had fallen on, and Ned had him for others, at certain times, and in partic-' 


called his servants. An ejection of the female |ular cases (all foreknown of course to him.) 
cousins followed, not, however, with so uncere- Admit this and we destroy at once the boasted 
monious a rapid ty--andin a few moments Neu’: | free agency of man, and adopt in the highest 
lirge double sieigh drove round. The snuff-ta- degree the doctrine of predestination, and, of 
king grandmother----the ser ggy mother, and course, by the same principle, wipe away all 
the amiable wife were disposed therein, togeth- himan merit, sin and crime, or in other words, 
er with divers truuks and band boxe and the /a!l human responsibility ; because no prudence, 
steigh started for Andover. Ned and myseli| morality, or j :stice, can produce a singie motive, 
weve left behind in quiet possession of the pre-| or a comLination of motives, capable of effec- 
mises----and silence succeeded the eterna! cha:-, ting the least change in Guu’s eternal decrees: 
teroftongues. “Thank God!” said Ned, “I am/ therefore, if men live, and commit gin, they on- 
agiina treemin—aoimore wife for me.” He! ly fulfil his commands, or act agreeably to his 
kept his word. [He was neither widower nor|prc-ordinations; ecnsequently, if predestina- 
bachelor, but he mide as good a member of the|tion be a truth, God is proved by it to be an un- 





club as any of us. From that day I have prayed |j st being, at least in regard to his deatings to- 
to be spared the sin of suicide or matrimony. | wards the human race; thatis, if he in the least 
ounish them for doing what he ordained they 

“Waceiman what of the night? should do. — As for myse!f I am perfectly satix 
Wartcnman! tell usof the night, {fied that man has not a free will, but he lives 
What its signs of prospe:t are! and acts from inevitable necessity, or that all 
Trav'ller! o’er yon moantain’s height, his rational actions are guided by involuntary 
See that glory beaming star. motives, or they are effects dctermimed by the 
Watchman! in that beauteous ray, strongest motives ; yet, however, this is not pre- 
Can you aught of joy foresee? destination, but material, moral, and all-puisant 
Trav‘ller! yes, itbrings the day, necessity, Locause there is no discoverable 





Freemen’s day of liberty. ° 
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will to direct the primary cause, or it is not! 
will that creates first impulses, because voli- 
tion is altogether a secondary thing or effect. 
What I mean by inevitable necessity. is, that. 
nil events must necessarily happen as they do, 
from the essential connexion that always exists 
between cause and effect. But Ideny that a- 
ny cause or effect has ever been determined on 
or pre-ordained by an absolute will, or decreed 
by an eternal independent, intelligent power. 
If the being we term God athors vice, his na- 
ture must bear some analogy to our own, there- 
fore cannot be infinite. Without sensation, 
neither vice nor virtue could have an existence, 
and it is entirely from our capacity to feel pain| 
and pleasure that we derive all moral know!l-| 


edge.---Free Enq. 


{ 
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(From the Commercial Bulletin.) 
Another“school of morals.”—If the editor of. 
the “Observer” regards the loss of the gentle- 
man’s pocket-book a few nights since, in the gal- 
lery of the Theatre, as a proof of the immorality 


petitions, memorials on every occasion, essays 
on all subjects, pamphlets for and against min- 
isters, with sermons upon any text, or for any 
sect, to be written here on reasonable terms by 
—A. B. Philologer..—The wocommonness of 
the titles occasioned numerous applications, and 
at night I used privately to glide into the office 
to digest the notes or heads of the day, and re- 
ceive the earnest which was directed always to 
be left with the memorandums, the writing to 
te paid for on delivery, according to the subject.” 
Sterne soon became disgusted with this employ- 
ment, and the moment he had realised a small 
sum of money, closed the scene. 





Turkish Costume.—The embroidered vests, 
the clustering jewels, the Cashmere shawls, the 
costly turbans, and the flowing robes, which 
from all antiquity have been the costume of the 
Turk, is fast giving way to cther fashions, and by 
and by a ‘grand Turk’ will be found no wherekut 
ata masquerade. In Constantinople, at the pres- 
ent day, the only inhabitants who retain the 











of that place, we request him to accept the fol- ooctume of other days, arethe Jews, the Greeks, 
lowing, among many such that we might fur- jhe armenians, and a few Dervishes; and the 
nish him, as a Quid pro quo—-(we believe, how- common dress now, isa coarse red sugar-loaf 
ever, thathe has abjured tobacco)—What! steal) an crowned with a ragged bunch of purple 
the. collection money from the very sanctuary, '<ilk rovings; dark woollen trowers, much afier 
while the members were engaged in returning! jhe fashion of our work-house lomer-extremity- 
thanks fur the donation! Well, this beats thes- cases, and a coarse brown frock coat buttoned 



























tres, race courses and all. 

“A curious robbery has taken place at Ex- 
eter Hall, on Thursday weck. Exeter Hall is 
situated in London, in the strand, and has been 
built for the purpose of holding public meetings | 
in, on religious subjects.---Oa the day in ques-| 
tion, the meeting of the London Missionary So- 
ciety was held, and the sum of £600 was collec-' 
ted in cash, besides as much more in checks,—--| 
These monies were put into a bag, placed on’ 
the table behind the chairman, and while the’ 
assembly were singing the doxology, some one | 
quietly bagged the bag! It must have been 
some of the movers or seconders of the resolu- 
tion, for none else were allowed on the platform 
with the chairman !”----Late English paper. 





Literary Necessity —The author of Tristram 
told the following story of himsetf;—* I 
happened (said he) to be acquainted with a 
young man from Yorkshire, whorented a window 
wi ane of the paved alleys near Cornhill, for the 
sale of stationary. I hired-one of the panes of 
glass from my friend, and stuck up the following 
advertisement with wafers:—-‘Epigrams, ana- 
grams, chronograms, monograms, 


epita epithalamiums, prologues, epilogues, 
interludes, advertisements, Ietters, 





‘upto the chin with metal-buttons, innocent ofall 
gildings, and marvellously tarnished. Even the 
red slippers and yellow morccco boots have 
been cast aside from the legs and feet of the Mo- 
slem, and they now envelope their understan- 
ding in Wellington boots. The official regula- 
tions have indeed respected the beard; yet even 
the beard has undergene a revolution, andthe 
young Effendis now hardly ever wear it. It is 
in fact following the fate of the turban. 


—=—I POC 
NO'EPECE. 
Exper Lawrence GREATRAKE will, in Prov- 
idence, preach in the Fe Fe Meeting House at 
the usual hour on the Ist Lora’s-day in Au- 
gust next:—he will preach from Mark 16. 15; 
und demonstrate that that language imports the 
converse of the Missionary, speculating, and 
pecculating Sesame that the christian churches 
and Reverend clergy make of it. 


TERMS. 


Tue Western Examiner is published every Thurse 
day on Olive, between Main and Church-streets, Saint 
Louis, at TwoDollars per annum, tn advance, or Two 
Dollars aud Fifty cents, if paymentbe delayed three 
months beyond the time of subscribing. 

(<The friends of liberal principles throughout the 
Union, are respectfully requested to accept the agency of 
this paper, and aid usin procuring subscribers, 














